
Document 1 - United Mine Workers of America Preamble, 1899

There is no fact more generally known, nor 
more widely believed than that without coal 
there would not have been any such grand 
achievements, privileges and blessings as 
those which characterize the nineteenth 
century civilization, and believing, as we do, 
that those whose lot it is to daily toil in the 
recesses of the earth, are entitled to a fair 
and equitable share of the same. Therefore 
we have formed the United Mine Workers of 
America for the purpose of the more readily 
securing the object sought, by educating 
all mine workers in America to realize he 
necessity of unity of action and purpose, in 
demanding and securing, by lawful means, the 
just fruits of our toil. And we hereby declare to 
the world that our objects are :

1. To secure an earning fully compatible with 
the dangers of our calling and the labor 
performed.

2. To establish as speedily as possible, 
and forever, our right to receive pay, for 
labor performed, in lawful money, and to 
rid ourselves from the iniquitous system of 
spending our money wherever our employers 
see fit to designate.

3. To secure the introduction of any and all well-defined and established appliances for the 
preservation of life, health and limbs of all mine employees.

4. To reduce to the lowest possible minimum the awful catastrophes which have been sweeping our 
fellow-craftsmen to untimely graves by the thousands, by securing legislation looking to the most 
perfect system of ventilation, drainage, etc.

5. To enforce existing laws; and where none exist, enact and enforce them; calling for a plentiful supply 
of suitable timber for supporting the roof, pillars, etc., and to have all working places rendered as 
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free from water and impure air and poisonous gases as 
possible.

6. To uncompromisingly demand that 8 hours shall 
constitute a day’s work, and that not more than 8 hours 
shall be worked in any one day by any mine worker. The 
very nature of our employment, shut out from the sunlight 
and the pure air, working by the aid of artificial light (in no 
instance to exceed one candle-power), would, in itself, 
strongly indicate that of all men a coal-miner has the most 
righteous claim to an 8-hour day.

7. To provide for the education of our children by lawfully 
prohibiting their employment until they have attained a 
reason-ably satisfactory education, and in every case 
until they have attained 14 years of age.

8. To abrogate all laws which enable coal operators to 
cheat the miners, and to substitute laws which will enable 
the miner, under the protection and majesty of the State, 
to have his coal properly weighed or measured, as the 
case may be.

9. To secure, by legislation, weekly payments in lawful 
money.

10. To render it impossible, by legislative enactment in every state (as is now the case in the state of 
Ohio) for coal operators or corporations to employ Pinkerton detectives or guards, or other forces 
(except the ordinary forces of the State), to take armed possession of the mines in cases of strikes or 
lock-outs.

11. To use all honorable means to maintain peace between ourselves and employers; adjusting all 
differences, as far as possible, by arbitration or conciliation, that strikes may become unnecessary.



Interviewer: Well now in Paint Creek during 1912 I understand 
there was quite a bit a violence. I know that you didn’t see 
this first hand, but could you tell us what you heard about 
violence during the strike?

Price Williams: Well, I remember the night after the Bull 
Moose train had shot up the tents in Holly Grove seeing men 
walking up the track through East Bank with rifles on their 
shoulders. And their jaws kind of set sour expressions on 
their face. They weren’t talking to anybody, just marching 
along in groups of twos and three, and supposed to be going 
up to Paint Creek to take care of things.  

I: What was this Bull Moose train, sir, can you describe that for us?

PW: Oh, it was a train with an armored baggage car lined with steel plate, and slits where the doors 
were – there were slits in the steel plate where the machine gun nose could be poked out through 
it. And it made trips from the head of Paint Creek down the main line of the C&O up to Cabin Creek, 
because the trouble was on Paint Creek and Cabin Creek. 

I: Who directed the building of this train, do you have any idea? A coal company, or someone like this?

PW: Let me see, wasn’t it the Baldwin-Felts men, weren’t they in charge of that? Employed by the coal 
operators? And the sheriff of Kanawha county undoubtedly in with them. Oh, the C and O Railroad. The 
baggage car was armored, it was fixed up in the C and O shops in Huntington, so the railroad built it, 
but who directed it, I wouldn’t know. 

I: Do you know how many men were shot when they fired into the tents at Holly Grove?

PW: Oh, I don’t remember that. Although I’ve heard some who were in the tents telling their big tales, 
that seemed to be exaggerated at the time. But just how many or what, I don’t remember, that’s in the 
records. 

Interviewer: These men that you saw marching silently and grimly, as you say, up the hollow, did they 
really take revenge for the deaths at Holly Grove?

PW: Let me see. . .yes, they must have, because there were bodies being brought in to the prior 
undertaking establishment there at East Bank,  and whereas all fall and winter that had been kind of 
a loafing place, we could come and go freely, there were so many bodies brought in there that we 
just weren’t free to come and go anymore. And the talk was that they were mine guards, them bodies 
brought in shot up in the hills.      
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Mother Jones with strikers in Philadelphia

Document 3 - Excerpts from “Speech to Striking Coal Miners,” Mother Jones, 1912

A dynamic public speaker, Mother Jones diligently 
traveled the country in support of the labor move-
ment in the early 20th century. She delivered this 
speech to a large audience in the courthouse 
square of Charleston, West Virginia in 1912. 

This great gathering that is here tonight signals 
there is a disease in the State that must be wiped 
out. The people have suffered from that disease 
patiently; they have borne insults, oppression, 
outrages; they appealed to their chief executive, 
they appealed to the courts, they appealed to the 
attorney general, and in every case they were 
turned down. They were ignored. The people must 
not be listened to, the corporations must get a 
hearing.

I want to put it up to the citizens, up to every honest man in this audience—let me ask you here, have 
your public officials any thought for the citizens of this State, or their condition? 

Now, then, go with me up those creeks, and see the blood-hounds of the mine owners, approved of 
by your public officials. See them insulting women, see them coming up the track. I went up there 
and they followed me like hounds. But some day I will follow them. When I see them go to Hell, I will 
get the coal and pile it up on them.

I can do it if you men and women will stand together, find out the seat of the disease and pull it up by 
the roots. 

Take possession of that state house, that ground is yours. (Someone interrupted, and the speaker 
said “Shut your mouth.”)

You built that state house, didn’t you? You pay the public officials, don’t you? You paid for that ground, 
didn’t you? (Cries of: “Yes,” “yes.”)

And you are a lot of dirty cowards, I want to tell you the truth about it. You are a lot of cowards and 
you haven’t got enough marrow in your backbone to grease two black cats’ tails. If you were men 
with a bit of revolutionary blood in you, you wouldn’t stand for the Baldwin guards, would you? (Cries 
of: “No.” “No.” “No.”)

Very good, then. They will come to you on election day. I will tell you when you can carry a bayonet 
and they can’t meddle with you. You can carry a bayonet on November 5th, and you can go to the 



ballot box and put a bayonet in there and stick it to their very heart. (Loud applause)

They will not steal it [the ballot] if you do your duty. I would like to see the corporation blood-hounds 
steal my ballot if I had one. I would clean them up. He would go to the machine shop for repairs and he 
wouldn’t come out in a hurry when I got through with him.

They made you load coal for any price they wanted. We brought on a fight and got twice that for load-
ing coal. We reduced the hours to nine. Up there on Paint Creek and Cabin Creek you obeyed the 
laws at that time. You had a good union at that time, but you have done in industrial unions as they do 
elsewhere, you elect the man that wants the glory instead of the man that will work for you. I am going 
to put a stop to that. I want to tell you we are going to organize West Virginia. I am going to stay in here 
until you have good officers. And you will have no officer that will get a detective from the sheriff to go 
up Paint Creek with him. By the gods you won’t.

I will be in here until the next officers are elected. I am going through the whole district and I will pick 
the men and I will openly advocate them. If they are not the fellows I want I will throw them down just 
the same as I would a Baldwin guard. 

I am going to say to the police, the militia, the Adjutant General, and to every one in this audience, that 
we will carry on this fight, we will make war in the State until the Baldwins are removed.

I want you to guard the C. & O. tracks and trains everywhere. The young men on the C. & O. are our 
men, and they are working to help us, and I want you to protect their lives. Don’t meddle with the track, 
take care of it, and if you catch sight of a Baldwin blood-hound put a bullet through his rotten carcass.

Boys, this fight is going on. I may have to call on you inside of two weeks again to make another move. 
Then I will get the police with me, and I will have them all educated by that time. Now, I want to say, my 
friends, I have only one journey to go through this life; you have only one journey to go through this 
life; let us all do the best we can for humanity, for mankind, while we are here.
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